
East Dunbartonshire 
 
SUBJECT:  Education and Skills Committee: Modern Studies Inquiry 
 
Thank you for your correspondence about how experiences and outcomes which map 
on to Modern Studies are delivered. Detailed below is the response form East 
Dunbartonshire Council to these questions which I trust will be useful to inform any 
future action.  
 
Questions on Modern Studies and Citizenship 
 
What proportion of your schools offer Modern Studies as a discrete subject in BGE?  
 
All schools offer Modern Studies as a discrete subject in BGE. 
 
What proportion of your schools offer an integrated Social Studies Course in BGE? 
 
No schools offer an integrated Social Studies course in BGE. 
 
In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover citizenship in S1 
– S3? 
 
All schools have in place a curriculum which covers citizenship in S1 – S3. 
 
In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover citizenship in S4 
– S6? 
 
All schools have in place a curriculum which covers citizenship in S4 – S6. 

 
Senior Phase 

 
What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 3 qualification in 
Senior Phase? 

 
25% of all Secondary Schools offer Modern Studies at National 3.  The vast 
majority of pupils are sitting Modern Studies at a level higher than National 3. 

 
What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 4 qualification in the 
Senior Phase? 

 
All schools offer Modern Studies at National 4. 

 
What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 5 qualification in the 
Senior Phase? 

 
All schools offer Modern Studies at National 5. 

 
What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Higher qualification in the 
Senior Phase? 

 



All schools offer Higher Modern Studies. 
 

What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Advanced Higher qualification 
in the Senior Phase? 
 
88% of Secondary Schools offer Advanced Higher Modern Studies. 75% of all 
Secondary Schools offered Modern Studies in the 2018/19 diet at this level.  The 
two schools that did not present pupils last year did present at this level in the 
previous five years.   

 
Has the provision of qualifications at any of these levels fluctuated over the past five 
years? If so, please specify. 

 
No.  Pupil uptake at Advanced Higher level varies, dependent on choice, and 
this impacts on course availability. 

 
Staffing 

 
What proportion of secondary schools in your area have at least one full time specialist 
modern studies teacher (or equivalent of at least 1 FTE)? 

 
All schools have at least one full time modern studies teacher specialist. 

 
What proportion of the modern studies specialists in schools in your area are teaching 
in permanent posts?  

 
All modern studies teachers (with the exception of NQTs) are teaching in 
permanent posts. 

 
Has the number of permanent posts in modern studies changed in the last 5 years in 
your area? If so, please provide details. 

 
No. 

 
Of the secondary schools in your area that offer discrete Modern Studies classes in 
BGE, roughly what proportion of these classes are taught by a specialist modern 
studies teacher? 

 
A subject specialist teaches all modern studies classes. 

 
What proportion of secondary schools in your area offer Modern Studies qualifications 
of some form? Within this proportion, do you know the extent to which a specialist 
modern studies teacher teaches these classes? 

 
All schools offer qualifications in Modern Studies.  A subject specialist teaches 
all Senior Phase classes. 

 
Are there any specific challenges in your area at present in relation to the recruitment 
of modern studies specialists? Has this become easier or more challenging over the 
course of the past 5 years? 



 
There have been no specific challenges in regards to recruiting modern studies 
specialists over the course of the past 5 years. 

 
General comments (optional) 

 
What could help to improve the quality of teaching and learning in modern studies in 
your school?  

 
Would be useful if all teachers of a subject meet centrally to develop/share 
resources.  Opportunity with the West Partnership? 

 
Are there any other comments you would like to make to inform the Committee’s work? 

 
It would be helpful if was consideration given to the name of the subject. The subject’s 
importance is lost to some parents/businesses as it is not clear. Changing the name 
to “social and political studies” would allow the subject to fall more in-line with higher 
and further education and give it a much clearer branding. 

 
Modern Studies is subject to constant change.  This is not just about the changes 
made by the SQA. There is a constant need to ensure materials are as up to date as 
possible.  Resources need to be modified/created in response to the change in the 
topics. There can also be changes in SQA marking criteria on a session by session 
basis. 

 
The Modern Studies Higher course previously enabled teachers to choose topics to 
be taught.  For example, in Section 2 they could do either income or wealth.  Now 
these have been combined, teachers have to teach approximately double the amount. 

 
 

 


